THE RESEARCH BIBLE
A Research Bible — Why would you wish to use one?
First, not everyone should use it:

GOD’S WORD IS A LIGHT UNTO MY PATH!

•
•
•

It’s expensive — $45 retail (as of this writing) for The Jerusalem Bible
It’s bulky and cumbersome to carry
It’s not needed for most Bible readers
1. I use The Jerusalem Bible (Catholic Bible), and it is fantastic! A research Bible, whether Protestant or Catholic, is a must for those
who wish to delve deeper into the meaning of scripture. Here’s what The Jerusalem Bible (and I’m assuming any Protestant
research Bible) offers you (match some of the bullet numbers on this page with the numbers on the graphic on the next page):

2. It has an index in the front of all the books with the page numbers to locate them, though I prefer adding tabs (which are available for both
Protestant and Catholic Bibles at most Christian bookstores).
3. Each grouping of books has an introduction. For example, the introduction to St Paul’s writings is 15 pages long. It gives you the
chronology of his writings, the character of Paul, Paul as a preacher, and his journeys and letters. Most introductions are not this long, but
all are a short history and commentary on the writings you are about to read.
4. At the top and center of each page, it gives you the book you are in, for example Matthew.
5. At the top and outside of each page, it gives verse locators. On the left page, the chapter and verse is the first that appears on that page.
On the right page, the chapter and verse is the last that appears on that page. So, as you’re trying to quickly find a particular chapter and
verse, you only need look at these locators.
6. The page numbers are at the top and on the inside of each page.
7. Each book is broken down by subheadings, which describe the story that’s about to be told. This helps when you’re trying to locate
something YOU KNOW is in a particular book.
8. Throughout each book, you’ll find footnotes to references that are located at the bottom of the right page. These references are
commentaries on a word, phrase or idea/thought the writer was trying to get across to the readers. You’ll also find cross references to
other books within the Bible here.
9. In the inside margin are the verse numbers. The Jerusalem Bible reads like a book. If a verse begins part way through a line, then a bullet
point denotes the beginning of the verse.
10. In the outside margins are cross references (connectors) to other books of the Old and New Testament. These are especially helpful in
further understanding a passage or connecting the Messiah to the prophecies.

11. At the back is a short topical index for locating passages that support a particular theme, such as Agape, a form of God’s love.
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